TO THE INVISIBLE KING
OF THE WORLD,
TO THE ONLY TRUE AND IMMORTAL GOD
BE PRAISE AND GLORY
NOW AND EVERMORE.
AMEN.

The Golden Tripod

The Preface
of
Baslius Valentinus, the Benedictine

Concerning
The Great Stone of the
Ancient Sages.

When | had emptied to the dregs the cup of huméering, | was led to consider the wretchednesthisfworld,
and the fearful consequences of our first pareigsbedience. Then | saw that there was no hopepeitance for
mankind, that they were getting worse day by dag, that for their impenitence God's everlastingigplument was

hanging over them; and | made haste to withdrawetfi®m the evil world, to bid farewell to it, arid devote
myself to the service of God.

When | had spent some years at the monasteryntfthat after | had performed my work and my dd#yotions |
still had some time on my hands. This | did nothais pass in idleness, lest my evil thoughts shtedd me into
new sins; and so | determined to use it for thdysind investigation of those natural secrets bigwvitod has
shadowed out eternal things. So | read a great lhaals in our monastery written in olden times bilgsophers
who had pursued the same study, and was therebylated to a more ardent desire of knowing thatwitiney
also knew. Though I did not make much progresst fet at last God granted my earnest prayet,coened my
eyes that | might see what others had seen befere m
In the convent there was a brother, who was adfiatith a severe disease of the kidneys, and tonwiane of the
many physicians he had consulted had been abiggaegen momentary relief. So he had committed &ifts the
hand of God, and despaired of all human aid.
As | loved him, | gathered all manner of herbsraotied their salts, and distilled various medicirgg none of
them seemed to do him the slightest good, and siftgrears | found that | had tried every possitdgetable
substance, without any beneficial effect.
At last | determined to devote myself to the stoflthe powers and virtues which God has laid in&taits and
minerals and the more | searched the more | foOme. discovery led to another, and, after God haahifted unto
me many experiments, | understood clearly the eand properties, and the secret potency, impéstegod to
minerals and metals.
Among the mineral substances | found one whichhkétdd many colours, and proved to be of the greaffisacy
in art. The spiritual essence of this substancdrheted, and therewith restored our sick brotimeg, few days, to
perfect health. For the strength of this spirit wagyreat as to quicken the prostrate spirit ofdisgased brother,
who, from that day to the day of his death, remeedbene in his hourly prayers. And his prayers, togewith my
own diligence, so prevailed with God, that thereswevealed to me that great secret which God enegeals from
those who are wise in their own conceits.
Thus have | been wishing to reveal to you in thegatise, as far as may be lawful to me, the StétieeoAncients,
that you, too, might possess the knowledge ofttighest of earthly treasures for your health andfoat in this
valley of sorrow. | write about it, not for my ovgood, but for that of posterity, and though my veobe few and
simple, that which they import is of immeasurablegmitude. Ponder them well, that you also may firedRock
which is the foundation Stone of truth, the tempblassing, and the eternal reward.



TheTract
of
Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine,
Concerning the Great Stone of the Ancient Sages.

In the preface, gentle Reader, and zealous Studi¢imis Art, | promised to communicate to you a Wiexdge of our
Corner Stone, or Rock, of the process by which jirepared, and of the substance from which italr@ady
derived by those ancient Sages, to whom the setoetr Art was first revealed by God for the heatid happiness
of earthly life.

Let me assure you that | fully intend to fulfil ppyomise, and to be as plain with you as the rulesip Art permit,
not misleading you by sophistical deceptions, ipgrong up to you the spring of all blessings eveto the
fountain head. | propose to set forth what | havedy in a few simple, straightforward words, fan no adept in
the art of multiplying words; nor do | think thatuiderance of language tends to clearness; on tiieacy, | am
convinced that it is many words that darken counhgt me tell you, then, that although many areagregl in the
search after this Stone, it is nevertheless fourdb very few. For God never intended that it tidnecome
generally known. It is rather to be regarded adtaupich He reserves for those favoured few, winel the truth,
and hate falsehood, who study our Art earnestlgdyand by night, and whose hearts are set uponi@ban
unfeigned affection.

Hence, if you would prepare our great and anci¢émné; | testify unto you in all truth that you mgste diligent
heed to my teaching, and before all things imptheegracious blessing of the Creator of all thingsu must also
truly repent you of all your sins, confessing taeng, and firmly resolve to lead a good and hoby, lif is also
necessary that you should determine to shew yatitygple to God for His unspeakable Gift, by sucoauthe poor
and the distressed, and by opening your hand amdhgart to the needy. Then God will bless youolaband
reward your search with success, and yourself avgkat in Heaven as the fruit of your faith.

Do not despise the truthful writings of those wlosgessed the Stone before us. For, after the &nigly grace of
God, it is from them that | received my knowledget your study of them be increased and repeated dest you
lose the thread of insight, and the lamp of undeding be extinguished.

Give yourself wholly to study, and be not flightydoubleminded. Let your mind be like a firm Roakwhich all
the various sayings of the Sages are reduced taniheof their common meaning. For a man who wslga
influenced in different directions is not likely fimd the right path.

As our most ancient Stone is not derived from caostible things, you should cease to seek it in sutests which
cannot stand the test of fire. For this reasos dttisurd to suppose that we can make any use efalsg
substances, though the Stone, too, is endowedawitinciple of growth.

If our Stone were a vegetable substance, it wdildel other vegetables, be consumed by fire, leavinly a certain
salt. Ancient writers have, indeed, described dan& as the vegetable Stone. But that name wagstgggto them
by the fact that it grows and increases in sike, & plant.

Know also that animals only multiply after theinkl, and within their own species. Hence our St@reanly be
prepared out of its own seed, from which it wataln the beginning; and hence also you will peredhat the
soul of an animal must not be the subject of testigation. Animals are a class by themselvesgan anything
ever be obtained from them that is not animalsméture. But our Stone, as it has been bequetdhed by the
Ancients, is derived from two things, and one thimgwhich is concealed a third thing. This is theest truth, and
a most faithful saying. For male and female hawenfof old been regarded as one body, not from atereal or
visible consideration, but on account of the ardufithat mutual love which naturally draws themetiger into one;
and as the male and female seed jointly reprekergrinciple of propagation, so also the spernihefrhatter out of
which our Stone is made can be sown and incred$eute are in our substance two supplementary lohdsed,
from which our Stone may be prepared and multiplied

If you are a true lover of our Art, you will cardifuweigh and ponder these words, lest, with otggrhisticators,
you fall into the dangerous pit prepared by the wmm enemy of man. But whence are you to obtainsssl? This
guestion you may most easily answer by asking uasiother question. What do you want to devetomfthis
seed, and what use do you wish to make of it? Teemebe no doubt, then that it must be the rodirsirsubstance,
of metals, from which all metals derive their onigit is, therefore, necessary that we should nameged to speak
of the generation of the metals.

In the beginning, when the Spirit of God moved uffaface of the waters, and as yet all was inwblmedarkness,
Almighty and Eternal God, Whose beginning and wisdoe from everlasting, by His inscrutable cousehted
heaven and earth, and all that in them is, botbleisnd invisible, out of nothing. How the actopéation was



accomplished | will not attempt to explain. Thisaisnatter which is set forth to us in Holy Scrigtuand must be
apprehended by faith.

To each creature God gave its own seed, wherewiphdpagate its kind, that in this way there miglatays be an
increase of men and animals, plants and metals.Wamot to be able to produce new seed: he wggenmitted
to educe new forms of life out of that which alrgadisted. The creating of seed God reserved tosklifinfror if
man could create seed he would be equal to thedtrea

Know that our seed is produced in the following waycelestial influence descends from above, bydiéneree and
ordinance of God, and mingles with the astral praies. When this union has taken place, the tviagbiiorth a
third namely, an earth-like substance, which isghieciple of our seed, of its first source, sotthaan shew an
ancestry, and from which three the elements, saakiader, air, and earth, take their origin. Thdsments work
underground in the form of fire, and there prodwbat Hermes, and all who have preceded me, cathtiee first
principles, viz., the internal soul, the impalpabpérit, and visible bodies, beyond which we camlfho earlier
beginning of our Magistery.

In the course of time these three unite, and aseg@dd through the action of fire into a palpablestance, viz.,
quicksilver, sulphur, and salt. If these three tases be mixed, they are hardened and coaguldted perfect
body, which represents the seed chosen and apgdigtidhe Creator. This is a most important andagetruth. If
the metallic soul, the metallic spirit, and the atig form of body be present, there will also betatlic quicksilver,
metallic sulphur, and metallic salt, which togetheake up the perfect metallic body.

If you cannot perceive what you ought to understagrein, you should not devote yourself to the wiofd
philosophy.

Moreover, | tell you in few words, that you canobtain a metallic body except by perfectly jointhgse three
principles into one. Know, also, that all animais,dike man, composed of flesh and blood, and pissess a
vitalizing spirit, but are destitute of the ratidsaul which the Creator gave to man alone. Theegf@hen animals
die, they perish for ever. But when man yields igonhortal life into the hands of his Creator, hisiisdoes not die.
It returns, and is united to the glorified bodywihich, after the Resurrection, soul and spirit Bitegyether once
more in eternal glory, never to be separated apaiughout all eternity.

Hence the rational soul of man makes him an abidiegture, and, though his body may seem to dieygenow
that he will live for ever. For to him death is p@ process of purification, by means of which$&eéed from his
sins, and translated to another and better plagethBre is no resurrection for the brute beagisabse they have no
rational soul, for which alone our Lord and Saviebed His blood.

For though a body may be vitalized by a spirit,iy@eed not, therefore, be fixed, unless, indéqehssess a
rational soul, that strong bond between body aiit,swhich represents their union, and resiststrts to
separate them. Where there is no soul, there i@pe of redemption. Nothing can be perfect orngstiithout a
soul. This is a profound and most important truthich | feel in conscience bound to make known joreaders.
Now, the spirits of metals have this property géfiness in a greater or less degree; they are ondess volatile in
proportion to the mutual fithess of their bodied aouls. A metal that has the three conditionsxefdihess is not
affected by fire or overcome by any other outwagdrd. But there is only one metal that fulfils thesnditions,
namely, gold. Silver also contains fixed mercuryg & not so quickly volatilised as the imperfecttats, but stands
the trial of fire, and yields no food to voracidbaturn.

Amatory Venus is clothed with abundant colour, Brdwhole body is one pure tincture, not unlikeréx colour
which is found in the most precious of metals. Bstugh her spirit is of good quality, her bodyapious, and
affords no permanent substratum to the fixed tigctblence the soul has to share the fate of theriieq body, and
when the body dies the soul has to leave it. Bahitelling has been destroyed by fire, and it iheuit a house
wherein to abide.

Fixed salt has imparted to warlike Mars a hardn fiand durable body, which is evidence of the gesigr of his
soul; nor can fire be said to have much power @vémnd if its strength be united to the beauty/ahus, | do not
say but that a precious and harmonious result maybbained. For the phlegmatic or humid qualityhef Moon
may be heated with the ardent blood of Venus, hadlackness of Venus removed with the strongoditars.
You need not look for our metallic seed among teenents. It need not be sought so far back. Ifgauonly
rectify the Mercury, Sulphur, and Salt (understahdse of the Sages) until the metallic spirit andy are
inseparably joined together by means of the metadlul, you thereby firmly rivet the chain of lownd prepare the
palace for the coronation.

These things represent a liquid key, comparabledaelestial influence, and a dry water joinethtoterrestrial
substance: all which are one thing, derived froreghand two, and one. If you understand this,have already
attained our Magistery. Then you must join the lamsband wife together that each may feed uponttier's flesh
and blood, and that so they may propagate thegispa thousandfold.



Though | would fain reveal this matter to you mptainly and openly, | am prohibited from doing sothe law of
God, and by the fear of His wrath, and of eterasl the gift of the Most High should be abused.

If, however, you do not understand the theorepieat of my work, perhaps the practical part wilhgeto enlighten
you more fully. I will therefore proceed to shewhdy the help of God, | was enabled to prepareStiome of the
Ancients, and, for your further instruction, | waltld twelve keys, in which | give a figurative asobof our Art.
Take a quantity of the best and finest gold, afpdusse it into its component parts by those medievNature
vouchsafes to those who are lovers of Art, as aoamist dissects the human body. Thus change yaldrogck
into what it was before it became gold; and thaaitdind the seed, the beginning, the middle, dmedend-that from
which our gold and its female principle are derived., the pure and subtle spirit, the spotlesd,ssnd the astral
salt and balsam. When these three are united, wecallsthem the mercurial liquid: a water which wa@mined
by Mercury, found by him to be pure and spotless, therefore espoused by him as his wife. Of trewas born
an incombustible oil; for Mercury became so prcuat he hardly knew himself. He put forth eagleteas, and
devoured the slippery tail, of the Dragon, and leimgled Mars to battle.

Then Mars summoned his horsemen, and bade themwsendercury in prison under the ward of Vulcanjlurg
should be liberated by one of the female sex. Whisnbecame known, the other Planets assembletieldc
deliberation on the question, what would be the Brd wisest course to adopt. When they were ngether,
Saturn first came forward, and delivered himselfcdisws:

"1, Saturn, the greatest of the planets in thediment, declare here before you all, that | ammthanest and most
unprofitable of all that are here present, thathogly is weak, corruptible, and of a swarthy hue,tbat,
nevertheless, it is | that try you all. For havimgthing that is fixed about me, | carry away witk ail that is of a
kindred nature. My wretchedness is entirely caumsethat fickle and inconstant Mercury, by his cassland
neglectful conduct. Therefore, | pray you, let esavenged on him, shut him up in prison, and kéegttmere till he
dies and is decomposed, nay, until not a dropobltod is to be seen."

Then yellow Jupiter stepped forward, bent his knaedined his sceptre, and with great authoritgdthem carry
out the demand of Saturn. He added that he woulispweveryone who did not aid the execution of sieistence.
Then Mars presented himself, with sword drawnsward that shone with many colours, and gave daazatiful
and unwonted splendour. This sword he gave to #iredev Vulcan, and bade him slay Mercury, and bim h
together with his bones, to ashes. This Vulcan eotesl to do.

While he was executing his office, there appearbdaaitiful lady in a long, silver robe, intertisdugith many
waters, who was immediately recognised as the Mihenwife of the Sun. She fell on her knees, arttl witspread
hands, and flowing tears, besought them to libdratehusband -- the Sun -- from the prison in whibtrough the
crafty wiles of Mercury, he was being detained liy Planets. But Vulcan refused to listen to heuest] nor was
he softened by the moving prayers of Lady Venus) appeared in a crimson robe, intertissued witbattis of
green, and charmed all by the beauty of her coantnand the fragrance of the flowers which she boher
hand. She interceded with Vulcan, the Judge, irCtheldee tongue, and reminded him that a womarteveect
the deliverance of the prisoner. But even to heaging he turned a deaf ear.

While they were still speaking the heaven was ogeard there came forth a mighty animal, with mérousands
of young ones, which drove the warder before it apening its mouth wide, swallowed Venus, its felper, at
the same time exclaiming with a loud voice: " | barn of woman, woman has propagated my seed, anevtith
filled the earth Her soul is devoted to mine, ameréfore | must be nourished with her blood." Wtienanimal had
said these words with a loud voice, it hastenea éntertain chamber, and shut the door behindhither its
voracious brood followed, drinking of the aforesaidombustible oil, which they digested with theagest ease,
and thereby became even more numerous than thelydeadbefore. This they continued to do until tfidgd the
whole world.

Then the learned men of that country were gathtergether, and strove to discover the true integpiat of all they
had seen. But they were unable to agree until tteamee forward a man of venerable age, with snoeksl@and
silvery beard, and arrayed in a flowing purple r@rehis head he wore a crown set with brillianbcaucles. His
loins were girded with the girdle of life. His fesere bare, and his words penetrated to the déptiednuman soul.
He mounted the tribune, and bade the assembly listim in silence, since he was sent from abowexplain to
them the significance of what they had seen.

When perfect silence prevailed, he delivered hifresefollows:

"Awake, O man, and behold the light, lest the dagdendeceive thee! The Gods revealed to me thigmata
profound sleep. Happy is the man who knows thetgvegks of the Divine power. Blessed is he whosesegre
opened to behold light where before they saw dakne

"Two Stars are given by the Gods to man to leadthigreat wisdom. Gaze steadily upon them, follbeirtlights,
and you will find in them the secret of knowledge.



"The bird Phoenix, from the south, plucks out tkarh of the mighty beast from the east. Give thmahfrom the
east wings, that it may be on an equality withliltd from the south. For the animal from the easshibe deprived
of its lion's skin, and lose its wings. Then it mpkinge in the salt water of the vast ocean, anedrge thence in
renovated beauty. Plunge thy volatile spirits oleap spring whose waters never fail, that they bempme like
their mother, who is hidden therein, and born oéé¢h

"Hungary is my native land, the sky and the staesnay habitation, the earth is my spouse. Thougludt die and
be buried, yet Vulcan causes me to be born aneerefére, Hungary is my native land, and my motimetases
the whole world."”

When all that were present had received thesealjiags, he thus continued:

"Cause that which is above to be below; that wigclisible, to be invisible; and that which is palipe, to become
impalpable. Again, let that which is below becoimattwhich is above; let the invisible become visjtaind the
impalpable, palpable. Here you see the perfectia@upArt, without any defect, or diminution. Bitat in which
death and life, destruction and resurrection dviek, round sphere, with which the goddess of fertdrives her
chariot, and imparts the gift of wisdom to men afdGlts proper name here upon earth, and for thealhnu
understanding, is 'All-in-All.'

"Let him who would know what this 'All-in-All" isgive the earth great wings, and make it fly upwardugh the
air to the heavenly regions. Then singe its wingh fierce heat, and make it fall into the Red Sedal there be
drowned. Then dry up the water with fire and dirthie earth reappears, and you will have 'All-ifi-A

"If you cannot find it in this way, look around upthe things that are in the world. Then you wiidfthe ' All-in-
All," which is the attracting force of all metalscaminerals derived from salt and sulphur, andéviiorn of
Mercury. More | may not say about ' All-in-All,'reie all is comprehended in all.

"My friends, blessed are ye if, by listening to therds of the wise, ye can find this great Stonleictv has power to
cure leprous and imperfect metallic bodies anagenerate them; to preserve men in health, andigrdor them a
long life -- as it has hitherto kept the vital fibarning within me so long that | am weary of liéad yearn to die.
"For His wisdom and mercy, and for the gracioug GHich He has bestowed upon me so long ago, |l@amdbto
render God thanks, now and evermore. Amen."

When the old man had thus spoken, he vanishedtfeinsight.

But all who had heard him went each man to his épasd meditated on his words by day and by night.

Herefollow the Twelve Keys
of Basilius Valentinus, the Benedictine,
with which we may open the door s
of the knowledge of the Most Ancient Stone
and unseal the Most Secret Fountain of Health.



Let my friend know that no impure or spotted thiage useful for our purpose. For there is nothintheir leprous
nature capable of advancing the interests of ouiTAere is much more likelihood of that which istself good
being spoiled by that which is impure. Everythihgttis obtained from the mines has its value, snliesleed, it is
adulterated. Adulteration, however, spoils its goess and its efficacy.

As the physician purges and cleanses the inwatd phathe body, and removes all unhealthy mattembgns of his
medicines, so our metallic substances must beigdigind refined of all foreign matter, in ordeettsure the
success of our task. Therefore, our Masters regurere, immaculate body, that is untainted with faneign
admixture, which admixture is the leprosy of ourtaie

Let the diadem of the King be of pure gold, andhetQueen that is united to him in wedlock be thaad
immaculate.

If you would operate by means of our bodies, takerae grey wolf, which, though on account ofritame it be
subject to the sway of warlike Mars, is by birtle thffspring of ancient Saturn, and is found inthbeys and
mountains of the world, where he roams about sawditpehunger. Cast to him the body of the King, aviten he
has devoured it, burn him entirely to ashes ineagfire. By this process the King will be libemtand when it has
been performed thrice the Lion has overcome thé, aab will find nothing more to devour in him. Thour Body
has been rendered fit for the first stage of ourkwo

Know that this is the only right and legitimate wafypurifying our substance: for the Lion purifieisnself with the
blood of the wolf, and the tincture of its bloodegs most wonderfully with the tincture of the Liseeing that the
two liquids are closely akin to each other. Whesltion's hunger is appeased, his spirit becomes powerful
than before, and his eyes glitter like the Sun.ihtisrnal essence is now of inestimable valueHerremoving of all
defects, and the healing of all diseases. He isymat by the ten lepers, who desire to drink hisdiland all that are
tormented with any kind of sickness are refreshigd this blood.

For whoever drinks of this golden fountain, expecies a renovation of his whole nature, a vanishirall
unhealthy matter, a fresh supply of blood, a stiteeging of the heart and of all the vitals, andeemmanent bracing
of every limb. For it opens all the pores, and tigtothem bears away all that prevents the perfesitithnof the
body, but allows all that is beneficial to remaiertein unmolested.

But let my friend be scrupulously careful to presethe fountain of life limpid and clear. If anyastge water be
mixed with it, it is spoiled, and becomes positwigljurious. If it still retain any of the solvemthich has been used
for its dissolution, you must carefully purge if.dfor no corrosive can be of the least use foptiexention of
internal diseases.

When a tree is found to bear sour and unwholesouite ifs branches must be cut off, and scionseatfds trees
grafted upon it. The new branches thereupon beayganically united to the trunk; but though nouediwith its
sap, they thence forward produce good and pled&sant

The King travels through six regions in the heaydininament, and in the seventh he fixes his abdtiere the
royal palace is adorned with golden tapestry. If ynderstand my meaning, this Key will open thstfiock, and




push back the first bolt; but if you do not, nodpeles or natural eyesight will enable you to ustdand what
follows. But Lucius Papirius has instructed me taotay any more about this Key.

SECOND KEY

In the houses of the great are found various kiidkink, of which scarcely two are exactly likecaather in
odour, colour, or taste. For they are preparedgreat variety of different ways. Nevertheless tasyall drunk,
and each is designed for its own special use. Ville®un gives out his rays, and sheds them abipaa the
clouds, it is commonly said that he is attractiregev, and if he do it frequently, and thereby caas® it is called a
fruitful year.

If it be intended to build a palace, the servicesany different craftsmen must be employed, agdeat variety of
materials is required. Otherwise the palace woolthe worthy the name. It is useless to use wooetravktone is
necessary.

The daily ebb and flow of the sea, which are calmsethe sympathetic influence of heavenly bodiegért great
wealth and blessing to the earth. For whenevewtiter comes rolling back, it brings a blessing \itith

A bride, when she is to be brought forth to be medrris gloriously adorned in a great variety cé@ous garments,
which, by enhancing her beauty, render her pleasahe eyes of the bridegroom. But the rites eflthidal night
she performs without any clothing but that whick sfas arrayed withal at the moment of her birth.

In the same way our bridal pair, Apollo and Diaaig arrayed in splendid attire, and their headsbaalies are
washed with various kinds of water, some stronmesaveak, but not one of them exactly like anothad each
designed for its own special purpose. Know thatwihe moisture of the earth ascends in the forenwdpour, it is
condensed in the upper regions, and precipitatéuetearth by its own weight. Thus the earth regtie moisture
of which it had been deprived, and receives sttetgput forth buds and herbs. In the same wayrgost
repeatedly distil the water which you have extrddtem the earth, and then again restore it to wauth, as the
water in the Strait of Euripus frequently leaves shore, and then covers it again until it arrizea certain limit.
When thus the palace has been constructed by tits v many craftsmen, and the sea of glass hadvaldsts
course, and filled the palace with good thingss ieady for the King to enter, and take his sganuthe throne. But
you should notice that the King and his spouse inesjuite naked when they are joined together. Tinest be
stripped of all their glorious apparel, and mustdown together in the same state of nakedneshiohwhey were
born, that their seed may not be spoiled by beingdwith any foreign matter.

Let me tell you, in conclusion, that the bath inieththe bridegroom is placed, must consist of twetite kinds of
matter, that purge and rectify each other by me&ascontinued struggle. For it is not good for Bagle to build
her nest on the summit of the Alps, because hengames are thus in great danger of being frozeleédh by the
intense cold that prevails there.

But if you add to the Eagle the icy Dragon that leaxg had its habitation upon the rocks, and has/ed forth
from the caverns of the earth, and place both theefire, it will elicit from the icy Dragon a figrspirit, which, by
means of its great heat, will consume the winghefEagle, and prepare a perspiring bath of sa@dmary a
degree of heat that the snow will melt upon themitrof the mountains, and become a water, with tviie
invigorating mineral bath may be prepared, andufeet health, life, and strength restored to thegKin




THIRD KEY

- e 2 ool r Lk

By means of water fire may be extinguished, aneriytjuenched. If much water be poured upon & ffite, the
fire is overcome, and compelled to yield up theorig to the water. In the same way our fiery sulpmuist be
overcome by means of our prepared water. But, #feewater has vanished, the fiery life of our Bulpus vapour
must triumph, and again obtain the victory. Butsnoh triumph can take place unless the King impgadat
strength and potency to his water and tinges h Wit own colour, that thereby he may be consumedacome
invisible, and then again recover his visible fomith a diminution of his simple essence, and aetitgpment of his
perfection.

A painter can set yellow upon white, and red amson upon yellow; for, though all these coloursesent, yet
the latter prevails on account of its greater istign\When you have accomplished the same thirmyiinArt, you
have before your eyes the light of wisdom, whicimah in the darkness, although it does not burnoko sulphur
does not burn, but nevertheless its brilliancyesrsfar and near. Nor does it colour anything lintias been
prepared, and dyed with its own colour, which érthimparts to all weak and imperfect metals. Thiphaur,
however, cannot impart this colour until it havestfiby persevering labour been prevailed upon poralits original
colour. For the weaker does not overcome the stoigit has to yield the victory to it. The gisttlbé whole matter
lies in the fact that the small and weak cannotlfzéd which is itself small and weak, and a combiessubstance
cannot shield another substance from combustioat Which is to protect another substance agaimsbostion
must itself be safe from danger. The latter musttbenger than the former, that is to say, it niissif be essentially
incombustible. He, then, who would prepare the tingostible sulphur of the Sages, must look for elptsur in a
substance in which it is incombustible -- which cauty be after its body has been absorbed by theea, and
again rejected by it. Then it must be so exaltetb @hine more brightly than all the stars of hegwand in its
essence it must have an abundance of blood, l&ed¢fican, which wounds its own breast, and, witlaoy
diminution of its strength, nourishes and rearsnamy young ones with its blood. This Tincture is Rose of our
Masters, of purple hue, called also the red bldatiedDragon, or the purple cloak many times foldétth which
the Queen of Salvation is covered, and by whicimelials are regenerated in colour.

Carefully preserve this splendid mantle, togethigh the astral salt which is joined to this sulphamd screens it
from harm. Add to it a sufficient quantity of thelatility of the bird; then the Cock will swallowaé¢ Fox, and,
having been drowned in the water, and quickenetthéyire, will in its turn be swallowed by the Fox.
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All flesh that is derived from the earth, must leeamposed and again reduced to earth; then theyesait
produces a new generation by celestial resusaitafior where there was not first earth, there @andiresurrection
in our Magistery. For in earth is the balm of Natweind the salt of the Sages.
At the end of the world, the world shall be juddmsdfire, and all those things that God has madeotiiing shall by
fire be reduced to ashes, from which ashes theri®hieto produce her young. For in the ashes sarsh true and
genuine tartaric substance, which, being dissolw@tienable us to open the strongest bolt of theat chamber.
After the conflagration, there shall be formed & ieaven and a new earth, and the new man willdre moble in
his glorified state than he was before.
When the sand and ashes have been well maturetpaned with fire, the glass-blower makes out @fi#ss,
which remains hard and firm in the fire, and inczolresembles a crystal stone. To the uninitiatédis a great
mystery, but not to the master whom long experidraefamiliarized with the process.
Out of stones the master also prepares lime byityimmhich is very useful for our work- But befotreely are
prepared with fire, they are mere stones. The st be matured and rendered fervent with fird,then it
becomes so potent that few things are to be cordparthe fiery spirit of lime.
By burning anything to ashes you may gain its $ilih this dissolution the sulphur and mercurykept apart, and
restored to its salt, you may once more obtainfdrat which was destroyed by the process of conntwusT his
assertion the wise of this world denounce as thatgst folly, and count as a rebellion, saying shiah a
transformation would amount to a new creation, tiadl God has denied such creative power to sinan.rBut the
folly is all on their side. For they do not undersd that our Artist does not claim to create amghbut only to
evolve new things from the seed made ready todnisl by the Creator.
If you do not possess the ashes, you will be unabddtain our salt; and without our salt you widit be able to
impart to our substance a bodily form; for the adatjon of all things is produced by salt alone.
As salt is the great preserving principle that gets all things from decay, so the Salt of our Meegiy preserves
metal from decomposition and utter annihilatiorthkir Balm were to perish, and the Spirit to lethebody, the
body would be quite dead, and no longer availatn@fhy good purpose. The metallic spirit would hdeparted,
and would have left its habitation empty, bare, kfietess.
Observe also, thou who art a lover of this Artt the salt that is gained from ashes has greahpgt@and possesses
many concealed virtues. Nevertheless, the satipsafitable, until its inward substance has bedraeied. For the
spirit alone gives strength and life. The bodytisglf profits nothing. If you know how to find thipirit, you have
the Salt of the Sages, and the incombustible oiicerning which many things have been written keefoy time.

Although many philosophers
Have sought for me with eagerness,

Yet very few succeed at length

In finding out my secret virtue.
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The quickening power of the earth produces allghithat grow forth from it, and he who says thatehrth has no
life makes a statement which is flatly contradidbgdhe most ordinary facts. For what is dead capnaduce life
and growth, seeing that it is devoid of the quiékgrspirit. This spirit is the life and soul thawelll in the earth, and
are nourished by heavenly and sidereal influerféessall herbs, trees, and roots, and all metalsmainérals,
receive their growth and nutriment from the spifithe earth, which is the spirit of life. This gpis itself fed by
the stars, and is thereby rendered capable of tmgarutriment to all things that grow, and of ringsthem as a
mother does her child while it is yet in the woriibe minerals are hidden in the womb of the eant,rourished
by her with the spirit which she receives from abov

Thus the power of growth that | speak of is impdurtet by the earth, but by the life-giving spihiat is in it. If the
earth were deserted by this spirit, it would beddead no longer able to afford nourishment to laimgt. For its
sulphur or richness would lack the quickening spitthout which there can be neither life nor growt

Two contrary spirits can scarcely dwell togethenm, do they easily combine. For when a thunderbaltds amidst
a tempest of rain, the two spirits, out of whicksiformed, fly from one another with a great shaoki noise, and
circle in the air, so that no one can know or saithver they go, unless the same has been ascettaynexperience
as to the mode in which these spirits manifest.

Know then, gentle Reader, that life is the onletspirit, and that that which the ignorant hercklapon as dead
may be brought back to permanent, visible, andtsplrlife, if but the spirit be restored to thedyo-- the spirit
which is supported by heavenly nutriment, and aetifrom heavenly, elementary, and earthly subsgmekich
are also called formless matter. Moreover, as li@sits magnet which draws it with the invisiblentis of love, so
our gold has its magnet, viz., the first Mattettod great Stone. If you understand these my wgualsare richer
and more blessed than the whole world.

Let me conclude this chapter with one more remaflken a man looks into a mirror, he sees therelaatefd an
image of himself. If, however, he try to touchhig will find that it is not palpable, and that hesHaid his hand
upon the mirror only. In the same way, the spitiiatt must be evolved from this Matter is visiblet bot palpable.
This spirit is the root of the life of our bodiesd the Mercury of the Philosophers, from whicprispared the
liquid water of our Art - the water which must onoere receive a material form, and be rectifiedrimans of
certain purifying agents into the most perfect Mewh. For we begin with a firm and palpable bodiich
subsequently becomes a volatile spirit, and a goWdgter, without any conversion, from which our &aderive
their principle of life. Ultimately we obtain thadestructible medicine of human and metallic badidsch is fitter
to be known to angels than to men, except suckasisat God's hands in heartfelt prayer, and giseuine proofs
of their gratitude by service rendered to Him, smtheir needy neighbour.

Hereunto | may add, in conclusion, that one wortlageloped from another. First, our Matter showdd-arefully
purified, then dissolved, destroyed, decomposed raduced to dust and ashes. Thereupon preparédtfeovolatile
spirit, which is white as snow, and another vatasipirit, which is red as blood. These two sprdstain a third,
and are yet but one spirit. Now these are the thp@ds which preserve and multiply life. Theredamite them,
give them the meat and drink that Nature requaed,keep them in a warm chamber until the perfietit takes




place. Then you will see and experience the viofube gift bestowed upon you by God and Natureow(nalso,
that hitherto my lips have not revealed this setreiny one, and that God has endowed naturalasutest with
greater powers than most men are ready to beligpen my mouth God has set a seal, that there rbigistope for
others after me to write about the wonderful thiofjslature, which by the foolish are looked uporuaratural. For
they do not understand that all things are ultityataceable to supernatural causes, but neveghelee, in this
present state of the world, subject to natural dtas.

SIXTH KEY

ac

The male without the female is looked upon as baly a body, nor can the female without the maledgarded as
more complete For neither can bring forth fruil@og as it remains alone. But if the two be conjlyganited, there
is a perfect body, and their seed is placed innaition in which it can yield increase.

If too much seed be cast into the field, the plamfsede each other's growth, and there can bepedniit. But if,
on the other hand, too little be sown, weeds spumgnd choke it.

If a merchant would keep a clear conscience, latdive just measure to his neighbour. If his measud weight
be not short, he will receive praise from the poor.

In too much water you may easily be drowned; ttite livater, on the other hand, soon evaporatdseiteat of the
sun.

If, then, you would attain the longed-for goal, eh& just measure in mixing the liquid substancthefSages, lest
that which is too much overpower that which is littte, and the generation be hindered. For toommadén spoils
the fruit, and too much drought stunts its growtherefore, when Neptune has prepared his bath,ureast
carefully the exact quantity of permanent waterdeele and let there be neither too little nor tocmu

The twofold fiery male must be fed with a snowy awand then they must mutually slay each otherrastbre
each other to life; and the air of the imprisoniedyf male will occupy three of the four quarterdtod world, and
make up three parts of the imprisoned fiery médat the death-song of the swans may be distinetlydy then the
swan roasted will become food for the King, andfibey King will be seized with great love towartte Queen,
and will take his fill of delight in embracing hemtil they both vanish and coalesce into one body.

It is commonly said that two can overpower onegemly if they have sufficient room for puttingrtb their
strength. Know also that there must come a twofofdl, and a single wind, and that they must furipldow from
the east and from the south. If, when they ceasag®, the air has become water, you may be cantfttiat the
spiritual will also be transmuted into a bodilyrorand that our number shall prevail through the &easons in the
fourth part of the sky (after the seven planetshexercised power), and that its course will béepted by the test
of fire in the lowest chamber of our palace, whemtivo shall overpower and consume the third.

For this part of our Magistery skill is neededpnder to divide and compound the substances asgtthat the art
may result in riches, and the balance may not ksdiéa by unequal weights. The sky we speak dfiessky of our
Art, and there must be justly proportioned partswfair and earth, our true water and our palphide



SEVENTH KEY

Natural heat preserves the life of man. If his blade its natural heat his life has come to an end.

A moderate degree of natural heat protects agtiastold; an excess of it destroys life. It is netessary that the
substance of the Sun should touch the earth. The&u heat the earth by shedding thereon its vayish are
intensified by reflection. This intermediate agemyuite sufficient to do the work of the Sun, aadnature
everything by coction. The rays of the Sun are tenag with the air by passing through it so as terate by the
medium of the air, as the air operates throughhédium of the fire.

Earth without water can produce nothing, nor catemwquicken anything into growth without earth; asdearth
and water are mutually indispensable in the pradnaif fruit, so fire cannot operate without air,ar without fire.
For fire has no life without air; and without fieér possesses neither heat nor dryness.

When its fruit is about to be matured, the vine@tain greater need of the Sun's warmth than isphieg; and if
the Sun shine brightly in the autumn, the grapdisbsibetter than if they had not felt his autumwarmth.

In the winter the multitude suppose everythingeéalead, because the earth is bound in the chafnssdfso that
nothing is allowed to sprout forth. But as soorresspring comes, and the cold is vanquished bpakeer of the
Sun, everything is restored to life, the trees lagdbs put forth buds, leaves, and blossoms, trerélting animals
creep forth from their hiding places, the planteegiut a sweet fragrance, and are adorned witkat gariety of
many coloured flowers; and the summer carries emittrk of the spring, by changing its flowers ifttait.

Thus, year by year, the operations of the univarseperformed, until at length it shall be desttblpg its Creator,
and all the dwellers upon earth shall be restogeckburrection to a glorified life. Then the opé@as of earthly
nature shall cease, and the heavenly and etesmsation shall take its place.

When the Sun in the winter pursues his courseviaydrom us, he cannot melt the deep snow. Buténsummer
he approaches nearer to us, the quality of theemiomes more fiery, and the snow melts and isrmatesd by
warmth into water. For that which is weak is alwagmpelled to yield to that which is strong.

The same moderate course must be adopted in thedigimen of our Magistery. For it is all importahat the
liquid should not be dried up too quickly, and ttie earth of the Sages should not be melted asdlgied too
soon, otherwise your fishes would be changed icoopsons. If you would perform our task rightlykéathe
spiritual water, in which the spirit was from theginning, and preserve it in a closely shut chawmber the
heavenly city is about to be besieged by earthdg f&Y ou must, therefore, strongly fortify it withrée impassable
and well-guarded walls, and let the one entrancedieprotected. Then light the lamp of wisdom aeek with it
the gross thing that was lost, shewing only sughtlas is needed. For you must know that the wamadsreptiles
dwell in the cold and humid earth, while man hasgroper habitation upon the face of the earthbtigies of
angels, on the other hand, not being alloyed viftltosimpurity, are injured by no extreme eithetheft or cold.
When man shall have been glorified, his body wéi¢bme like the angelic body in this respect. Ifoaeefully
cultivate the life of our souls, we shall be sond &eirs of God, and shall be able to do that whimlv seems
impossible. But this can be effected only by thgrdy up of all water, and the purging of heaven aarth and all
men with fire




EIGHTH KEY

Neither human nor animal bodies can be multipliegropagated without decomposition; the grain dhd a
vegetable seed, when cast into the ground, mustydsefore it can spring up again; moreover, puttéia imparts
life to many worms and other animalculae. The psead# augmentation and quickening is mostly peréatm

[the] earth, while it is caused by spiritual seletigh the other elements.

The farmer's wife knows that she cannot hope tainlhickens except through the decomposition eitlg. If
bread is placed in honeys and suffered to decay,aaa generated; worms are bred in the putrefyoties of men,
horses, and other animals; maggots are also dedtlopthe decay of nuts, apples, and pears.

The same thing may be observed in regard to velgelitdh Nettles and other weeds spring up whersuah seed
has ever been sown. This occurs only by putrefaciibie reason is that the soil in such places dismosed, and,
as it were, impregnated, that it produces thestsfrehich is a result of the properties of sidéiefiuence;
consequently the seed is spiritually produced énghrth, and putrefies in the earth, and by theatipa of the
elements generates corporeal matter accordingetepécies of Nature. Thus the stars and the elemeay
generate new spiritual, and, ultimately, new velgjetaeed, by means of putrefaction. But man cacrsatte new
seed; for it is not in his power to order the ofieraof the elements and the essential influenéélseostars. By
natural conditions, however, new plants are geadrsimply through putrefaction. This fact is noticed by the
farmer, simply because it is a thing that he hasg$ been used to, and for which he is unablentbdi
explanation. But you who should know more thanvihigar herd, must search into the causes of things,
endeavor to understand how the process of generaitio resuscitation is accomplished by means afrdposition,
and how all life is produced out of decay.

Each element is in its turn decomposed and regexteby that which is contained in it. For you shibkihow that
every element contains the three others. In ailiptance, there is fire, water, and earth. Thi&gion may appear
incredible, but it is nevertheless true. In likermar, fire includes air, water, and earth, sin¢eatise it could
generate nothing. Water contains fire, air, antheéor if it did not, there could be no growth. #ie same time,
each element is distinct, though each containstiers. All this is: found by distillation in thegaration of the
elements.

In order to rationally prove this to you, who amgestigating the separation of Nature. and purpmsmderstand the
division of the elements, lest you should think words inventions, and not true, | tell you thagalu distil earth,
you will find that, first of all, there is an es@pf air, which, in its turn, always contains fies, they are both of a
spiritual essence, and exercise an irresistiblaiat@ttraction. In the next place, there issuegmadm the earth,
and the earth, in which is the precious salt, resal itself at the bottom of the vessel.

When water is distilled, air and fire issue fromaihd the water and material earth remain at thimo Again,
when the invisible part of elementary fire is egtesl, you get water and earth by themselves. Noaog of the
three other elements exist without air. It is battgives to earth its power of production, to fisspower of burning,
to water its power of generating fruit. Again, @m consume nothing, nor dry up any moisture, withioat natural
heat which must be imparted to it by fire. For gtleing that is hot and dry contains fire. From #heensiderations
we conclude that no element can exist without thers, and that in the generation of all thingsehs a mingling




of the four elements. He who states the contranpiwise understands the secrets of Nature, nohéasvestigated
the properties of the elements. For if anythintpibe generated by putrefaction, the process nauastollows: The
earth is first decomposed by the moisture whiawittains; for without moisture, or water, there bamo true
decay; thereupon the decomposed substance is @iadtequickened by the natural heat of fire: fahaiit natural
heat no generation can take place. Again, if thatlwvhas received the spark of life, is to be stimap to motion
and growth, it must be acted upon by air. For witrair, the quickened substance would be chokedsafted in
the germ. Hence it manifestly appears that no teraent can work effectually without the aid of ttbers, and
that all must contribute towards the generatioargfthing. Thus their quickening cooperation takesform of
putrefaction, without which there can be neitheregation, life, nor growth. That there can be ndem generation
or resuscitation without the co-operation of therfelements, you may see from the fact that wheani\tlad been
formed by the Creator out of earth, there was fieai him, until God breathed into him a living 8piThen the
earth was quickened into motion. In the earth wassalt that is, the Body; the air that was brehth® it was
mercury or the Spirit, and this air imparted to ldrgenuine and temperate heat, which was sulphiireoThen
Adam moved and by his power of motion, shewedtthate had been infused into him a life-giving $pkor as
there is no fire without air so neither is therg air without fire. Water was incorporated with terth Thus living
man is an harmonious mixture of the four elemeams; Adam was generated out of earth, water, air fieg, out of
soul, spirit, and body, out of mercury, sulphurd aalt.

In the same way, Eve, our common mother, was atetde her body was built up and formed out of Adabody -
a fact which | wish you particularly to notice.

To return again to putrefaction, O seeker of thejigtery and devotee of philosophy, know that, ke lnanner, no
metallic seed can develop, or multiply, unlessshiel seed, by itself alone, and without the intadidun of any
foreign substance, be reduced to a perfect putiefac

The putrefaction of metallic seed must, like thiaaimimal and vegetable seed, take place throughdtaperation of
the four elements. | have already explained thattements themselves are not the seed. But it dayghis time to
be clear to you that the metallic seed which waslpced by the combined operation of heavenly, saeand
elementary essences, and reduced into bodily fionst, in due course, be corrupted and putrefiechégns of the
elements.

Observe that this seed contains a living volatilieits For when it is distilled, there issues fratfirst a spirit, and
then that which is less volatile. But when by conéd gentle heat, it is reduced to an acid, thé $pinot so
volatile as it was before. For in the distillatiohthe acid the water issues first, and then tlét.spnd though the
substance remains the same, its properties hawerigeeery different. It is no longer wine, but hagb transmuted
by the putrefaction of gentle heat into an acidatfMahich is extracted with wine or its spirit, haislely different
properties and powers from that which is extraetét an acid. For if the crystal of antimony berexted with
wine or the spirit of wine, it causes vomiting atidrrhoea, because it is a poison, and its poisogaality is not
destroyed by the wine. But if it be extracted vatgood distilled acid, it furnishes a beautifulregt of a rich
colour. If the acid be removed by means of thevtry's Bath, and the residuum of yellow powder veasaway,
you obtain a sweet powder which causes no diarfhnéas justly regarded as a marvellously benefigiedicine.
This excellent powder is dissolved in a moist plexte a liquid which is profitably employed as drpass agent in
surgery.

Let me sum up in few words what | have to say. Jiiestance is of heavenly birth, its life is preedripy the stars,
and nourished by the four elements; then it mugsipgeand be putrefied; again, by the influencéhefstars, which
works through the elements, it is restored to hfeg becomes once more a heavenly thing that hiaalitation in
the highest region of the firmament. Then you ¥iiltl that the heavenly has assumed an earthly kadythat the
earthly body has been reduced to a heavenly sudgstan



NINTH KEY

Saturn, who is called the greatest of the planethe least useful in our Magistery. Nevertheléss,the chief Key
of the whole Art, howbeit set in the lowest and nest place. Although by its swift flight it hasersto the loftiest
height, far above all other luminaries, its feashmust be clipped, and itself brought down to twelst place, from
whence it may once more be raised by putrefactind,the quickening caused by putrefaction, by witiehblack
is changed to white, and the white to red, ungl glorious colour of the triumphant King has begaiaed.
Therefore, | say that though Saturn may seem tkst\thing in the world, yet it has such power affficacy that if
its precious essence, which is excessively coldetaced to a metallic body by being deprived ¥ ilatility, it
becomes as corporeal as, but far more fixed thaturisitself. This transmutation is begun, contohuend
completed with Mercury, sulphur, and salt. Thid wdem unintelligible to many, and it certainly dovake an
extraordinary demand upon the mental facultiesthatt must be so because the substance is withirettch of
everyone, and there is no other way of keepinghapivinely ordained difference between rich andrpo

In the preparation of Saturn there appears a gezadty of different colours; and you must expecbbserve
successively black, grey, white, yellow, red, atdhe different intermediate shades. In the sarag,khe Matter of
all the Sages passes through the several var@t@sdour, and may be said to change its appearanodten as a
new gate of entrance is opened to the fire.

The King shares his royal dignity with noble Venasd appears in splendid state, surrounded bii@Hlignitaries
of his court. Before him is borne a beautiful crim$anner, in which there is an embroidered reptatien of
Charity in green garments. Saturn is the prefeth@foyal household, and in front of him Astronobmars a black
standard, with a representation of Faith in yellowd red garments.

Jupiter is the Grand Marshal, and is precededtignaer of grey colour, borne by Rhetoric, and agldmnith a
variegated representation of Hope.

Mars is at the head of military affairs, and exesttis office with a certain fiery ardour. Geometayries before
him a crimson banner, on which you may behold Cgeiia a crimson cloak. Mercury holds the office of
Chancellor; Arithmetic is his standard bearer, hiscstandard is of many colours; on it may be oleskbthe figure
of Temperance in a many coloured robe.

The Sun is Vice-Regent, and is preceded by Gramearing a yellow banner, on which Justice is regméed in a
golden robe Though Venus seems to cast him intgtlthde by the gorgeous magnificence of her appearae
really possesses more power in the kingdom than she

Before the Moon, Dialectic bears a shining silvanter, with the figure of Prudence wrought intim isky-blue,
and because the husband of the Moon is dead, healna$erred to her his task of resisting the datidm of Queen
Venus. For among all these there is enmity, ang éine all striving to supplant each other. Inddgkd,tendency of
events is to give the highest place to the mostlea and the most deserving. For the preserg sfahings is
passing away, and a new world is about to be aleatel one Planet is devouring another spiritualtyil only the
strongest survive.

Let me tell you allegorically that you must putdrthe heavenly Balance the Ram, Bull, Cancer, Saoyand
Goat. In the other scale of the Balance you mustepthe Twins, the Archer, the Water-bearer, aad/ihgin. Then
let the Lion jump into the Virgin's lap, which withuse the other scale to kick the beam. Thereugbiie signs of



the Zodiac enter into opposition to the Pleiadsl, &hen all the colours of the world have shewn thelues, let
there be a conjunction and union between the ggeatel the smallest, and the smallest and theggteat
If the whole world's nature
Were seen in one figure,
And nothing could be evolved by Art,
Nothing wonderful would be found in the Universe,
And Nature would have nothing to tell us.
For which let us laud and praise God.

TENTH KEY

NATVS s5vM £Xx HERMOGENE.

In our Stone, as composed by me and by those wimlbag preceded me, are contained all elementsiaral
and metallic forms, and all the qualities and prtpe of the whole world. In it we find most powalrhatural heat,
by which the icy body of Saturn is gently transnaliteto the best gold. It contains also a high degrecold, which
tempers the fervent heat of Venus, and coagulagemercury, which is thereby also changed intdittest gold.
All these properties slumber in the substance ofStone, and are developed, perfected, and mahyréee gentle
coction of natural fire, until they have attainédit highest perfection. If the fruit of a tree flacked before it is
ripe, it is unfit for use; and if the potter fadl harden his vessels in the fire, they cannot bgl@rmad for any good
purpose.

In the same way you must exercise considerablenpzdiin preparing our Elixir, if it is to becométalat you wish
it to become. No fruit can grow from a flower tlnais been plucked before the time. He who is irgteat a hurry,
can bring nothing to perfection, but is almost gorepoil that which he has in hand. Remember,, tthext if our
Stone be not sufficiently matured, it will not bieleto bring anything to maturity.

The substance is dissolved in a bath, and its pautsited by putrefaction. In ashes it blossomshénform of sand
all its excessive moisture is dried up. Maturityl dixity are obtained by living fire. The work doest actually take
place in the Bath of St. Mary, in horse- dung,shes, or in sand, but the grades and regimen diréhproceed
after the degrees which are represented by thes&idme is prepared in an empty furnace, witheefold line of
circumvallation, in a tightly closed chamber. Isishjected to continued coction, till all moistamed clouds are
driven off, and the King attains to indestructifileedness, and is no longer liable to any dangeénjary, because
he has become unconquerable. Let me express myingeara somewhat different manner. When you have
dissolved your earth with your water, dry up theewxavith its own inward fire. Then the air will tathe new life
into the body, and you will have that which canydmé regarded as that Great Stone which in a sginhanner
pervades human and metallic bodies, and is theetsavand immaculate Medicine, since it drivestbat which is
bad, and preserves that which is good, and isrfaling corrective of all imperfect or diseasedbstances. This
Tincture Is of a colour intermediate between red jpurple, with something of a granite hue, andjitscific weight
is very considerable.



Whoever gains possession of this Stone, shouliidetvhole life he an expression of his gratitudeands God in
practical kindness towards his suffering brethtkat after obtaining God's greatest earthly giétniay hereafter
inherit eternal life. Praise be unto God everlagirfor this His inestimable gift.

The eleventh Key to the Knowledge of the augmeumttatif our Stone, | will put before you in the fooha parable.
There lived in the East a gilded knight, named @ush who was possessed of immense wealth, andvbagtténg
that heart can wish. He had taken to wife his oistes Euridice, who did not, however, bear him ahijdren. This
he regarded as the punishment of his sin in hawigdded his own sister, and was instant in pray&dadd both by
day and by night, that the curse might be takem finam.

One night, when he was buried in a deep sleepe tteme to him a certain winged messenger, nameebBlpwho
touched his feet, which were very hot, and saithdu noble knight, since thou hast wandered thraughy cities
and kingdoms, and suffered many things at seaatiteband in the lists, the heavenly Father hdddas me make
known to thee the following means of obtaining pingtyer: Take blood from thy right side, and frore téft side of
thy spouse. For this blood is the heart's bloogbof parents, and though it may seem to be of twdsg vet, in
reality, it is only one. Mix the two kinds of blopdnd keep the mixture tightly enclosed in the globthe seven
wise Masters There that which is generated wilthberished with its own flesh and blood, and wilhgdete its
course of development when the Moon has changetthéozighth time If thou repeat this process aganh again,
thou shalt see children's children, and the offepdf thy body shall fill the world."

When Phoebus had thus spoken, he winged his fliggienward. In the morning the knight arose andtdid
bidding of the celestial messenger, and God gatéticand to his wife many children, who inheritedit father's
glory, wealth, and knightly honours from generatiormgeneration.

If you are wise, my son, you will find the interpaon of my parable. If you do not understanéégribe the blame
not to me, but to your own ignorance. | may notregp myself more explicitly; indeed, | have revdale matter
in a more plain and straightforward manner than@nyy predecessors. 1 have concealed nothingif iod will
but remove the veil of ignorance from your eyesj wall behold that which many have sought and fewnd.




TWELFTH KEY

If an athlete know not the use of his sword, hehmag well be without it; and if another warrioatlis skilled in the
use of that weapon come against him, the firskéstb fare badly. For he that has knowledge anmkg&nce on his
side, must carry off the victory.

In the same way, he that possesses this tinctytthebgrace of Almighty God, and is unacquaintethvts uses,
might as well not have it at all. Therefore thiglfth and last Key must serve to open up to yowses of this
Stone. In dealing with this part of the Subjectill drop my parabolic and figurative style, andiplg set forth all
that is to be known. When the Medicine and Storalldhe Sages has been perfectly prepared otedftie
virgin's milk, take one part of it to three parfdtte best gold purged and refined with antimohg, gold being
previously beaten into plates of the greatest ptessiinness. Put the whole into a smelting potsuiglect it to the
action of a gentle fire for twelve hours, thenitdte melted for three days and three nights more.

For without the ferment of gold no one can compgbseStone or develop the tinging virtue. For theeaas very
subtle and penetrating if it be fermented and joiwéh a ferment like unto itself: then the preghtiacture has the
power of entering into other bodies, and operdtiegein. Take then one part of the prepared ferriegribe tinging
of a thousand parts of molten metal, and then yiidearn in all faith and truth that it shall béanged into the
only good and fixed gold. For one body takes pagsaof the other; even if it be unlike to it, netheless, through
the strength and potency added to it, it is conepeib be assimilated to the same, since like denvigin from like.
Whoever uses this as a medium shall find whithervistibules of the palace lead, and there is mgttdmparable
to the subtlety thereof. He shall possess alllipakforming all things whatsoever which are pbkesunder the sun.
O principle of the prime principle, consider thale® end of the final end, consider the beginnidgd be this
medium commended unto your faithful care, wheréso &od the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, shall give you
whatsoever you need both in soul and body.

Concerning the First Matter of the Philosophical Stone

Seek for that Stone which has no fleshly naturéphitiof which a volatile fire is extracted, wheraiso this stone is
made, being composed of white and red. It is aestand no stone; therein Nature alone operateguitdin flows
from it. The fixed part submerges its father, abswy it, body and life, until the soul is returneedit. And the
volatile mother like to him, is produced in her olingdom; and he by his virtue and power receiveaigr
strength. The volatile mother when prepared sugsadge sun in summer. Thus the father by meansilobv was
produced from the spirit. Body, soul, and spiriisein both, whence the whole matter proceeds.degeds from
one, and is one matter. Bind together the fixedtaedsolatile; they are two, and three, and yetamig. If you do
not understand you will attain nothing. Adam was ibath -- wherein Venus found her like, which ththaged
Dragon had prepared when his strength was deséritimgl here is nothing, says the Philosopher, sageuble
mercury; | say that no other matter has been nabiedsed is he who understands it. Seek thereihbamot

weary; the result justifies the labour.




A short Appendix and clear Resumption of the foregoing Tract concerning the
Great Stone of the Ancient Sages

I, Basil Valentine, brother of the Benedictine Qrdio testify that | have written this little bookherein, after the
manner of the Ancients, | have philosophically aaded how this most rare treasure may be acquirdeekeby the
true Sages did prolong life unto its furthest limit

But, notwithstanding that my conscience doth beamitness in the sight of the Most High, before wihall
concealed matters are laid bare, that | have writtefalsehood, but have so exposed the truthuti@derstanding
men can require no further light (that which iglldbwn in the theoretical part being borne out @mafirmed by the
practice of the Twelve Keys), yet have | been ifgekby various considerations to demonstrate dyoatasr way
what | have written in the said treatise, and ttast further light thereon, whereby also the lafahe desired
wisdom may obtain an increased illumination for finiéilment of his desire There are many who wilnsider that |
am speaking too openly, and will hold me answer&di¢he wickedness that they think will follow, tdet them
rest assured that it will be sufficiently difficultotwithstanding, for any thick-headed personiénid what they seek
herein. At the same time the matter shall be méehe ¢o the elect. Hearken then, thou followerroftt, to these my
words, and so shalt thou find the true way !
Behold, | write nothing more than | am willing told by after my death and resurrection! Do thothfaily and
simply lay to heart this shorter way, as hereinmadtehibited, for my words are grounded in simplicand my
teaching is not confused by a labyrinth of language
| have already indicated that all things are coutgtd of three essences - namely, mercury, sul@imar salt - and
herein | have taught what is true. But know that&tone is composed out of one, two, three, foud fave. Out of
five - that is, the quintessence of its own sulb=ta®ut of four, by which we must understand the fdements.
Out of three, and these are the three principledl tiings. Out of two, for the mercurial substamne twofold. Out
of one, and this is the first essence of everythihgch emanated from the primal fiat of creation.
But many may by all these discourses be renderabtfid in mind as to what they must start with, asdto the
consequent theory. So | will, in the first plageeak very briefly concerning Mercury, secondly aanming Sulphur,
thirdly concerning Salt; for these are the essefiche Matter of our Stone.
In the first place, you must know that no ordinqujcksilver is useful, but our quicksilver is prada from the best
metal by the spagyric art, pure, subtle, clear,gistening, like a spring, pellucid even as cridtae from all
dross. Hence make water or combustible oil. Forddigrwas in the beginning water, and herein all3hges agree
with my dictum and teaching In this oil of Mercutissolve its own Mercury, from which the water imegtion was
made, and precipitate the Mercury with its own dlien we have a twofold mercurial substance; butmast
know that gold must first be dissolved in a certaater, as explained in my second Key, after théipation
described in the first Key, and must be reduceal ansubtle calx, as is mentioned in the fourth Kégxt, this calx
must be sublimated by the spirit of salt, agaircipieated, and by reverberation reduced into aleyimwder. Then
its own sulphur can more easily enter into its tase, and have great friendship with the samehfgy have a
wondrous love towards each other. Thus you haveststances in one, and it is called Mercury of3ages, but
is yet a single substance, which is the first farme

Now follows concer ning Sulphur

Seek your Mercury in a similar metal. Then when ioaw how to extract the metal from its body byificaition,
the destruction of the first Mars, and reverbergtigithout the use of any corrosive (the methodahg which |
have indicated in my third Key) -- you must dissothiat Mercury in its own blood out of which it wamde before
it became fixed (as indicated in the sixth Key)] gou have then nourished and dissolved the tamedith the
blood of the green lion. For the fixed blood of fRed Lion has been made out of the volatile blddith® Green
Lion; hence, they are of one nature, and the udfixeod again renders that which is volatile fixadd the fixed
blood in its turn fixes that which is volatile, iasvas before its solution. Then foster it in gertieat, until the whole
of the mercury is dissolved, and you obtain the@sdderment (by nourishing the fixed sulphur witlattwhich is
not fixed), as all Sages unite with me in testifyiAfterwards this becomes, by sublimation wittrispif wine, of a
blood-red colour, and is called potable gold.

Now | will also give my Opinion respecting the Salt of the Sages

The effect of "salt" is to fix or volatilize, acating as it is prepared and used. For the spitihefsalt of tartar, if
extracted by itself without any addition, has poveerender all metals volatile by dissolution andrpfaction, and
to dissolve quick or liquid silver into the true roery, as my practical directions shew.



Salt of tartar by itself is a powerful fixative, fiaularly if the heat of quicklime be incorporatedth it. For these
two substances are singularly efficacious in praupéixation.

In the same way, the vegetable salt of wine fixebwlatilizes according to the manner of its pragian. Its use is
one of the arcana of Nature, and a miracle of thlegopher's art. When a man drinks wine, there beagained
from his urine a clear salt, which is volatile, aedders other fixed substances volatile, causiamtto rise with it
in the alembic. But the same does not fix. If a rdeank nothing but wine, yet for all that the sditained from his
urine would have a different property from thatrgal out of the lees of wine. For it has undergookeanical
change in the human body, having become transnfikdatda vegetable into an animal salt -- just asésithat feed
on oats, straw, etc., change those vegetable suesténto flesh and fat, while the bee preparegyont of the
precious juices of flowers and herbs.

The great change which takes place in these amdl stibstances is due to putrefaction, which sepmeatd
transmutes the constituent elements.

The common spirit of salt, which is extracted adaug to the direction given in my last declaratidrihere be
added to it a small quantity of the "spirit of theagon," dissolves, volatilizes, and raises togettith itself in the
alembic, gold and silver; just as the "eagle," thgewith the spirit of the dragon (which is fouindstony places),
before the spirit is separated from its body, i€immore powerful in producing fixation than voleyil

This | also say, that if the spirit of common d@tjoined to the spirit of wine, and distilled ttiger with it, it
becomes sweet, and loses its acidity. This prepspii does not dissolve gold bodily, but if it peured on
prepared calx of gold, it extracts the essencesafdlour and redness. If this be rightly donegduces the white
and pure moon to the colour of that body from whiakas itself extracted. The old body may alsceree back its
former colour through the love of alluring Venusirh whose blood it, in the first instance, derivtscorigin.

But observe, likewise, that the spirit of salt adstroys the moon, and reduces it to a spiritsséece, according to
my teaching, out of which the " potable moon " n@yprepared. This spirit of the moon belongs tcsthigt of the
sun, as the female answers to the male, by thdatigruor conjunction of the spirit of mercury ¢s Dil.

The spirit lies hid in mercury, the colour you mesek in sulphur, and their coagulation in sa#ntljou have three
things which together are capable of once morergting a perfect thing. The spirit is fermentedtia gold with its
own proper oil; the sulphur is found in abundancéhe property of precious Venus. This kindlesfiked blood
which is sprung from it, the spirit of the saltthé Sages imparts strength and firmness, thougspihn of tartar
and the spirit of urine together with true vinedaaye great virtue. For the spirit of vinegar itdc@and the spirit of
lime is intensely hot, and thus the two spiritsfaend to be of opposite natures. | do not heralspecording to the
customary manner of the Sages. But | must noteappenly how the inner gates are to be unlocked.

In bidding farewell, let me impart to you a faithfword. Seek your material in a metallic substafideence prepare
mercury. This ferment with the mercury of its owloper sulphur, and coagulate them with salt. Dikgim
together; mix all according to weight. Then youlwlbtain one thing, consisting of elements spruongifone thing.
Coagulate and fix it by means of continuous warrftiereupon augment and ferment it a third timepating to
the teaching of my two last Keys, and you will fitheé object and goal of your desire. The usesefTihcture are
set forth plainly in my twelfth Key.

Thanksbeto God.

As a parting kindness to you, | am constraineddi that the spirit may also be extracted from bi&akurn and
benevolent Jupiter. When it has been reduced ¥eeatwil, we have a means of robbing the commatridiq
quicksilver of its vivacity, or rendering it firrmd solid, as is also set forth in my book.

Postscript

When you have thus obtained the material, the regiaf the fire is the only thing on which you ndexstow much
attention. This is the sum and the goal of ouraedfor our fire is a common fire, and our furnaceommon
furnace. And though some of my predecessors héivie ile writing that our fire is not common firé may tell you
that it was only one of their devices for hiding timysteries of our Art. For the material is commam its

treatment consists chiefly in the proper adjustnoéiie heat to which it is exposed.
The fire of a spirit lamp is useless for our pugdsor is there any profit in "horse-dung,” nothe other kinds of
heat in the providing of which so much expensadsiired.
Neither do we want many kinds of furnaces. Onlytbueefold furnace affords facilities for properggulating the
heat of the fire. Therefore do not let any babbBoghist induce you to set up a great variety peesive furnaces.
Our furnace is cheap, our fire is cheap, and ouena is cheap - and he who has the materialalglb find a
furnace in which to prepare it, just as he whoflag will not be at a loss for an oven in whichnifly be baked. It



is unnecessary to write a special book concertirsgpart of the subject. You cannot go wrong, smlas you
observe the proper degree of heat, which holdsdalmplace between hot and cold. If you discovis; §ou are in
possession of the secret, and can practise théoAmyhich the CREATOR of all nature be praised Mavithout
end. AMEN.



